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Bolsonaro’s Federalism in Covid—19
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<Abstract>

In Brazil, approximately 700,000 people died from the new
COVID-19(SARS-CoV-2) virus over the past 3 years and 3
months(between January 30, 2020 and May 5, 2022), accounting for
10% of global deaths.

Brazilian society has been looking for the cause in President
Bolsonaro’s populist attitude, delays in securing vaccines, and the
suspension of emergency relief funds from the federal government.
However, in this paper, we seek to find the reasons for Brazil's
failure to respond to COVID-19 amidst the war between the federal
government and local governments(state and city governments).

The conflict between the president and the governor was a key
element of all health policies, but the federal government was unable
to come up with a specific policy. This naturally led to policy
inconsistencies with local governments, further deepening regional
inequality and reducing the effectiveness of local government public
policies related to social isolation.

But Brazil's federalism has played a dual role in the pandemic: on

the one hand, local governments, especially the states, have acted as
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a counterweight to the federal government’s poor decisions, partially
averting the worst; on the other hand, the President takes a
completely different stance from governors and mayors regarding
response policies to COVID-19. to cope with the Covid-19. And
above all, it weakened the intergovernmental solidarity(articulacdo)
that existed within Brazil’s vaunted integrated health system SUS,
which has been designed about 30 years ago.

In this paper, we name it Bolsonaro federalism and try to explain
its origins, its differences from traditional federalism, its results, and
what lessons learned from it.

Key Words: COVID-19, Brazil's Cooperative Federalism,
Bolsonaro’s Federalism, Policy In-coordination, Unified
Health System(SUS), President’s Leadership, Vaccine
War
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1) Globo. 2022 “Boletim da Desigualdade: pobreza chega a quase 20 milhoes de pessoas nas
metropoles brasileiras”,(2022.08.08).
https://www.pucrs.br/blog/desigualdade—nas— metropoles/,(2023.07.07).

Mais de 19 milhses de pessoas estdo em condicio de pobreza, e mais de 5 milhses vivem
em condi¢oes ainda mais precarias
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