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(Abstract)

In 1990s, many Latin American countries implemented health
reform designed to increase efficiency of the sector as well as to
withdraw the state from it. Such efforts derived from various policy
recommendations made by international financial institutions such as
World Bank, IMF and Inter-American Development Bank. These
recommendations contained several specific policy suggestions
including privatization, decentralization and deregulation of health
sector. Several Latin American countries accepted the instructions
and the three cases discussed in this paper-Mexico, Argentina and
Chile- seemed to diligently followed them. However, uniform policy
recommendations have not been implemented in a uniform way.
Rather, Latin American countries modified and negotiated the

neoliberal state reform and ended up producing distinct policy
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outcomes, which, this paper argues, are the reflection of political and
social conditions of each country. Therefore, this paper points out
that neoliberal state reform in Latin America is not a unilateral
policy pushed by powerful international financial institutions. As
neoliberal health reform policies were contested by political and
social conditions of each Latin American country and their outcome
varied in each case, this paper emphasizes that neoliberal state
reform should be understood in the context of Latin American

political and social reality.

Key Words: Health Reform, State Reform, Neoliberalism, Latin
America, Social Policy
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