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A Study on the Process of Disappearing of the Spanish
Language in the Philippines
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(Abstract)

This article attempts to describe processes that are underlying the
disappearance of the Spanish language in the Philippines. The main
causes of the displacement of this language are presented here in a
historical overview of the situation of the Spanish language in
relation with indigenous languages and with English. During the
colonial rule, Spanish was the language of education, trade, politics
and religion. By the 19th century, it became the country’s primary
language although it was used by the educated people. As a result
of Spanish-American war, the English language began to be
promoted instead of Spanish, and the use of Spanish declined
promptly. Spanish lost its official status in 1987. Nowadays Spanish
1s regarded either as a language of the elite among the Filipinos of
Spanish descent or as a legacy of the past that no longer exists.
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No hace falta viajar hasta las zonas mas meridionales de Filipinas para
escuchar el castellano, en sus variaciones filipinas.

En la ciudad mas grande del pais, Manila, la gente le saludara con un
amable “kumusta”, fonéticamente similar al ‘;como esta?'.

Si después de darse una “dutsa” (ducha) en su “otel” (hotel), quiere ir
a cenar, basta con que pregunte por una “bodega” (bodega) en el “baryo”
(barrio). Una vez sepa el nombre de la “kalye” (calle), montese en su
“kotse” (coche) o su “bisikleta” (bicicleta) y preparese para una buena
noche.

Quiza quiera vestir “amerikana” (chaqueta americana), “panyolito”
(pariuelo) o “sapatos” (zapatos) de “takong” (tacon) si el restaurante es de
“luho” (lujo), aunque si viaja con un presupuesto mas ajustado no le sera
dificil encontrar sitios “barat” (baratos).

Una vez sentado a “lamesa” (la mesa), descubrira que en “Pilipinas”
(Filipinas) no utilizan palillos para comer, sino “kutsilyo” (cuchillo),
“tinidor” (tenedor) y “kutsara” (cuchara). Escoger comida resultara muy
sencillo, ya que muchos de los platos le sonaran familiares: “carne”,
“kaldereta”, “adoba”, “guisado”, “ajillo”, “cabra”, “bistek”... Si la humedad
tropical le ha dejado acalorado, pida “yelo” (hielo) con su bebida. Vigile
los “gastos” (gastos), pero antes de marcharse no se olvide de pedir la
“kwentahin” (cuenta).
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