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{Abstract)

This article raises two questions on ‘diplomatic normalization
between ROK and Cuba. One is ‘Is it possible to normalize
diplomatic relations between ROK and Cuba? The other is ‘What
policy efforts should we make to realize it?’

Then, this article explores the efforts of the ROK government and
the current state of affairs between ROK and Cuba and predicts the
possibility of diplomatic normalization. The DPRK factor is carefully
examined as it is a crucial variable that hinders the diplomatic
normalization process.

Cuba and DPRK have built an extraordinary sense of solidarity,
which is estimated to prohibit ROK and Cuba from normalizing
diplomatic relations. This article suggests what policy efforts should
be made to overcome this and realize the diplomatic normalization
based on the theoretical framework of the rational choice theory and

prospect theory.
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Based on this, the cases of ROK's Northern Policy, which pursued
ROK's diplomatic normalization with Communist Countries, are
contemplated to draw ROK's foreign policy orientation to realize the
diplomatic normalization with Cuba, which is remained the last
nation with which no diplomatic relationship has been established
yet by ROK.

Key Words: Republic of Korea(ROK), Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea(DPRK), Cuba, Diplomatic Normalization,
Northern Policy
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