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<Abstract>

Since the first official immigration to Brazil in 1963, a Korean
town has been formed around Bom Retiro in Sdo Paulo. Per each
period, such as settlement, expansion and decline, "church” plays a
core role. The church also serves as a religious institution, but it
also functions as a place to maintain Korean culture and identity.
The church has no choice but to rely entirely on the economic
situation of the Korean community and is also experiencing this
process from the formation of it to the reduction period. However,
the Korean church is not just a church for Koreans, but since the
late 80s, natives have voluntarily attended the activities of church
even the worship, and Large churches actively engaged in
missionary work to the provinces. The church is facing a crisis due
to the recent economic downturn in Brazil, the first generation
decided to return to homeland as of re-migrants after retirement,
separation due to conflicts between generations, and COVID-19,
however, the church’s Hangeul School, who wants have experience
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Korean culture and learn Korean, is facing a turning point. This
paper analyzed in—depth interviews with 8 people, including pastors,
pastors’ families, and church-related people, who are church
officials, and discussed the current status of Korean churches and
the outlook after COVID-19.

Key Words: Korean Church in Brazil, Bom Retiro in So Paulo,
Korean Community, Generational Conflict, Assimilation
and Hangeul School
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