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<Abstract>

In general, Ernesto Cardenal’s works embrace the convulsive
history of Nicaragua or Central America and depict the multi—
layered and complex reality of life. However, his Salmos(1964)
should be approached from a broader perspective than the concrete
historical situation of Nicaragua or Central America because it is
mainly a strong critique of the twentieth century, which has been
directed towards the barbarism of the two world wars and the cold
war. Salmos, dealing with the suffering of oppressed people in
modern society in connection with the psalms of the Old Testament,
occupies a very important place in Cardenal’s poetic world and is a
work that reveals his faith.

The references in Salmos constitute the intertextuality with
historical situations in Europe and the West as well as in Nicaragua
and Latin America. In addition, the intertextual study of this
collection of poems needs to be extended to the writers such as
Thomas Merton or San Juan de la Cruz who intended to interpret

and understand the world based on the psalms. This article analyzes
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Cardenal’s representative poetics, exteriorismo, from the viewpoint
of intertextuality as a means of understanding the political violence
and dominant power in the first half of the 20th century.

Key Words: Ernesto Cardenal, Salmos, Exteriorismo, Intertextuality,
World War
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