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The Contribution of Latin American Critical Discourse to

the Climate Crisis and Ecological Issues: Focusing on

Ecol—Liberation Theology and the Buen Vivir Discourse
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<Abstract>

Latin American critical thought is a perspective aimed at
understanding and interpreting the reality of Latin America. The
purpose of this study is to comprehend the outlook of two of the
most prominent ecological philosophies within Latin America:
Eco-liberation theology and Buen Vivir discourse. Furthermore, it
seeks to identify the specific themes and ecological issues they
emphasize. In the late 20th century, as the climate crisis escalated,
both Eco-liberation theology and Buen Vivir discourse gained
prominence. Eco-liberation theology asserts that social injustice and
ecological injustice share common roots, emphasizing the need to
address both to overcome the climate crisis. Buen Vivir discourse
criticizes development policies that rely on extractivism because
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such policies are ecologically destructive. Both of these philosophies
share a common perspective of linking ecological and social issues
from the viewpoint of the Southern Hemisphere, the underprivileged,
and the marginalized. This perspective contributes to the
development of ecological thought within Eco-liberation theology
and Buen Vivir discourse.

Key Words: Latin American Critical Thought, Eco-liberation
Theology, Buen Vivir Discourse, Climate Crisis, Social
Injustice
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