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Confronting the Past in Uruguay
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<Abstract>

Uruguay is an atypical country socioeconomically and politically
among the countries of the Southern Cone. Unlike Brazil, Argentina,
and Chile, which struggled with military intervention for much of
the 20th century, Uruguay maintained democracy before the 1973
civic-military dictatorship, and the military has never been a major
player in its governance. However, Uruguay has shown that even in
countries with high levels of democracy, the military can seize
power through a coup d’état. Uruguayan desire for democracy is
stronger than in any other countries in Southern Cone because of its
large number of people who have been tortured and imprisoned. So
even in times of social turmoil, there has been no desire to have a
strong figurehead such as the military rule. Uruguayan people
agreed to an amnesty law to prevent a return to authoritarian

regime, and for a long time after the restoration of democracy, the

* 0] T2 2023 Ul wSo} S d A ke] X -g whol alE AT
(NRF—2023S1A5C2A02095568).
s L] okl A9l gl ol 2] 7k 4 el nl4E, E—Mail: sinceridad@korea.ac.kr


http://dx.doi.org/10.19058/iberoamerica.18.2
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.19058/iberoamerica.2024.12.26.2.187&domain=https://liberoamerica.org/&uri_scheme=http:&cm_version=v1.5

188 oW ZolH2]7} 264 2%

truth of the civic-military dictatorship remained unclear. But since
the 21st century, the country is actively reflecting on the past
through the politics of memory, while legally punishing those
responsible for the civic-military dictatorship. In Uruguay, the
current generation of memory politics advocates are turning to
young people. By elevating the private memories of victims into a
public asset, they are creating a robust and rational “archive of
memory’ that future generations can refer to make wise historical
choices.

Key Word: Self-coup, Civic-Military Dictatorship, Democratization,
Amnesty Act, Politics of Memory, Uruguay
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20) Francisco Gallinal, “La ley de caducidad’, El pais (2019.02.28.) https:/www.elpais.com.
uy/opinion/columnistas/la—ley—de—caducidad (A4 Y: 2024.09.14.)
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22) https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plebiscito_sobre_la_Ley_de_Caducidad_de_la_Pretensi%
C3%B3n_Punitiva_del_Estado (A21<: 2024.10.18.)
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/amr520012003en.pdf
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20059 89 8¢ A W7}, 53} B o)zl & BaA7F 2006 1249 19 th53
o)A A Z= ATt
29) https://www.paginal 2.com.ar/diario/elmundo/4—59828 —2005—11—30.html (F144<: 2024.
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