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<Abstract>

Cultural Official Development Assistance (ODA) 1is often
considered as an ambiguous concept. However, since the adoption of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2016, the role of
culture in development cooperation has become clearer and more
visible. Although South Korea has recently increased its
involvement in cultural ODA, systematic strategies for integrating
culture remain underdeveloped. This study analyzes Spain's
approach to cultural mainstreaming to derive policy implications for
South Korea. Instead of focusing on particular cultural projects, the
study examines how cultural perspectives can be systematically
incorporated into every stage of the development cooperation cycle,
from planning to evaluation.

The findings suggest that effective cultural mainstreaming

requires individual awareness and institutional commitment. Key
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elements include clear policies, operational guidelines, secured
budgets, and systems for designing, implementing, monitoring, and
building the capacity of projects.

The Spanish case shows that culture can serve as both a sector
and a cross—cutting theme that improving development effectiveness
and cultural rights. Based on these findings, the research suggests
future directions for Korea's cultural ODA.

Key words: Cultural ODA, Cultural Mainstreaming, Sustainable
Development Goals, Cultural Diversity, Spain
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