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The Portuguese Jews in the New World and the Inquisition

R
(Suh, Sung-Chul)

{Abstract)

In 16th century, the Portuguese Jews have migrated en masse to
America in order to escape religious persecution. They were more in
number than the Spanish-Jews, they further contributed to the
colonial economy through a variety of economic activities, including
commerce and trading, and they were sacrificed in Inquisition more
than the Spanish—Jews. However, the presence of the Portuguese
Jews in the Jewish immigration history of Latin America, indeed,
has not been to much studied or was not dealt with in depth. In this
respect, this paper reviews their traces during the colonial period,
focusing on the Portuguese-Jews. First of all, this study explicates
the expulsion from Iberian Peninsula and the migration process to
America, the settlement in Brazil, the formation of Jewish
community and that settled in Brazil and their religious activities in
accordance with the tolerance policy by Netherlands and their
economic activity which they achieved in the spanish colonies as
merchants, slave trader and financiers. And this paper elucidates the
persecution of the Jews by Inquisition, the ideology and the religious
and political context at that time. Finally, this study reaches a
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conclusion that Inquisition against Portuguese Jews is due to the
economic motives of the colonial authorities and the Inquisition,

rather than religious reasons.

Key Words: New World, Jewish Diaspora, Portuguese Jews,
Inquisition, Cristianos Nuevos
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